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MEMORANDUM FOR THE
THE
THE
THE F
THE NERZ
THE SECRETARY OF COMMERCE ,

THE DIRECTOR, OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET
THE DIRECTOR OF CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE

THE UNITED STATES TRADE REPRESENTATIVE
DIRECTOR, ARMS CONTROL AND DISARMAMENT AGENCY
DIRECTOR, UNITED STATES INFORMATION AGENCY

SUBJECT: National Securi
(C)

il Interagency Process

The President has formally ap
Security Decision Directive ¢
Interagency Process. (C)

ttached National
al Security Council

Attachment
NSDD 276
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987
NATIONAL SECURITY UECISIO
DIRECTIVE NUMBER 276
National Security Counéil” agency Process (C)

Introduction

In National Security Decision Directive (NSDD) 266, I directed
that the recommendations of the President’s Special Review
Board, including the model for the National Security Council
(NSC) system, be implemented in full. To that end, I chartered
a review of the structure of senior interagency groups and
regional and functional 1nteragency groups established pursuant
to, or under the authority o Ptesidential Directives or
applicable memoranda. This A designed to identify
such changes in the interag as might be necessary
or desirable to realize fujly tly in practice the
including the specific
e President for National
Advisor") chair the
ent Directive reflects
authorized as a

recommendation that the As
Security Affairs (the "Nat4.
senior committees of the M
changes in the interagent¢y
result of that review. (

Interagency Groups

Interagency groups can provide™a fective medium for the
development of advice and policy for consideration by the
President. They achieve their goal when they provide thorough
and clear analyses of all policy choices, coordinate policy
implementation, and review policy 1n light of experience. (U)

NSDD 2, dated January 12, 1982, established the senior
1nteragency structure. It crea\gg three functional senior
interagency groups (SIGs) e ofnforeign policy, chaired by
the Secretary of State; one ge policy, chaired by the
Secretary of Defense; and ;ligence policy, chaired
by the Director of Centra o Subsequent Directives
and memoranda established g ?%JOnal SIGs and 55
interagency groups (I1Gs), 4 g'rta1n groups chaired by

5 s of the NSC staff. 1IGs
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in turn typically have establighed orking groups and task
forces to assist in, and suppotk: heir

After five years’ experience iew:of the interagency
process was due, even wit@futjgi%* is of the Special Review
Board's report. This review g€ nat many interagency
groups, although formall;%gsthlisheg, lave not met or ceased
to meet when the circumstance étha§§broc‘ht them into being
changed; and that new intéragenéyiigroup&’ have come into being
-to deal with contingencies®as they e

Review Board noted, these groj

e’arisen. As the Special
served the goal of effective p&tiey deliberation. (C)

in every case,

To improve the interagency process at large, and to implement
the Special Review Board’s recommendations, I therefore am
directing or authorizing the following:

1. National Security Council. As specified in
NSDD 266, the NSC shall be the principal forum
for consideration of nati security issues
requiring presidentiad n. The functions
of, and participant; SC shall be as set
forth in the Natio ct of 1947, as
amended, and NSDD shall meet at the
direction of the P

Pd@nnin ;roup. The
Planning "Group (NSPG) shall be
. NSC. The Pregident, the Vice
President, the Se ) / » the Secretary
of Defense, the Attorney.« / the Secretary
of the Treasury, thi 1
the Chief of staff (
of Central Intelligené¢ethe*Chairman of the
Joint Chiefs of Staff, and the Director of the
Office of Management and Budget shall attend NSPG
meetings. The NSPG shall meet, as circumstances
warrant, to monitor and review the development
and implementation of national security policy on
behalf of the NSC. The responsibilities of the
NSPG with regard to covert action shall be as
provided in a separate.p idential Directive
revising NSDD 159. .

1 +(o3 or the Deputy
Assistant to the Presige National Security
Affairs (the "Deputy it fSecurity Advisor")
shall be responsib)e attendance, agenda,
and conduct of sugt ings atimy direction..
The Directors of jthe @i States Information
Agency and the United , Arms Control and
Disarmament Agency, the .

departments and agéncie
the President shal

R
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Security Advisor, a
attend NSPG meetings
such meetings shall i

gglrectlon, to
ﬁ on the agenda of

3. Senior Reviewy ; %§e for Review Group
(SRG) shall be the Ca fnet'Q vel iinteragency A
group for the con éationE%f natlonal security
issues. The SRG i8 - be cg’pr;ﬁed of the

National Security:Advisoryithe Secretary of
State, the Secretat! ensé; the Chief of
Staff to the Presidefit, the Fector of Central
Intelligence, and the “CRairman of the Joint
Chiefs of Staff. The National Security Advisor
shall invite the attendance of heads of such
other Executive departments or agencies, and of
such senior officials within the Executive Office
of the President, as matters on the agenda of SRG
meetings shall dictate. The National Security
Advisor shall chair the SRG, which shall meet at
his request or the request of its standing
members, to review, A e, and mon1tor the
implementation of nav
behalf of the NSC. ]

nior sub-Cabinet level
shg}l be comprised of
Ad’:sor, a
e Vice
nt Secretary or

Group (PRG
interagency group
the Deputy Natio
representative o
President, and a
other senior. offi -§~nt rank of the
Department of Sta : ‘ment of Defense,
the Central Intelligence Age €y, the Organization
of the Joint Chiefs o af Ly the Office of
Management and Budget, and, as matters on the
agenda of the PRG dictate, of the Executive
Office of the President and other interested
Executive departments and agencies. The Deputy
National Security Advisor shall chair the PRG,
which shall meet regularly at his request or the
request of its standing members. The PRG’S
primary responsibility.shall be to review and
make recommendationsgconcersing national security
policy developed thidugh the-day-to-day
funct10n1ng of the; ntdxa‘engﬁ process, including
such senior interagen gveups and regional and
functional interag ,psgas may hereafter be
formed or authori “ontfnue in existence as
hereo kw The PRG shall
sc?%%ed,ﬁn NSDD 30 and

Group and those \ 1 207 and
previously exerci ,Gf*§3’ orist Incident
Working Group. : Coordination
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vided A eparate
presidential Directive ixeviging NSDD 159, shall
continue to be the seniors$ub-CTabinet level
interagency group responsible’ covert action.

n
% G :shall be
referred to respon ib1§f§@$*‘ti§§ departments and
agencies. Recommengdations made by the PRG shall
be submitted for congid by the SRG, NSPG,
or NSC, as appropriate.

5. Other Interagency Groups. Within their
respective areas of authority as set forth in
NSDD 266, the Secretary of State, the Secretary
of Defense, the Director of Central Intelligence,
the Director of the United States Arms Control
and Disarmament Agency, and the Director of the
United States Informatiop Agency may approve the
continuation of existj r interagency
groups and regional £
groups to the extent ne,
promote an effective NS¢
1987, the National c
notified of those int

-sor shall be
oups they have
tion.

. isjauthorized to
approve or directithej ablishment of

extent required fd%%an
to approve the cone%;
senior interagency gr :
members of the NSC staff.

effe 'NSC process, and

tion

NSDD 2 and other presidential Directives and applicable
memoranda, to the extent inconsistent with this Directive or
with NSDD 266, are rescinded. (C)
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